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A MESSAGE TO VOTERS IN BEDFORD & KEMPSTON  
Welcome to our manifesto. I invite you to join me in changing the 

course of British politics, by supporting and voting for the only 

party that puts children and families at the heart of its 

campaigning.  

Families are the cornerstones of a civilised society, marriages and 

civil partnerships the cornerstones of families. The government 

should do far more to support families and thereby children. For 

decades politicians have done nothing to prevent the scandal of 

children being denied access to parents (usually fathers) 

following family breakdowns. This is appalling child abuse and 

punishment of parents (and grandparents, great-grandparents, 

aunts and uncles, cousins, and others) with no crime having been 

committed. The suffering is incalculable, this scandal must end. 

I invite you to watch our party launch video, recorded on a bank of the River Great Ouse in Bedford.1 Iõve 

lived in Bedford for over 25 years ð I came here in the 1990s to work in the head office of Exel Logistics, 

on St Peterõs Street ð and Iõm proud to call Bedford my hometown. I look forward to standing in the 

Bedford constituency2 ð which includes Kempston, of course ð as a candidate for this party, at the next 

general election. The election must be held by May 2024, at the latest.  

The section of this document on our political strategy explains why Bedford is the perfect constituency to 

launch this party, and how weõll deliver our goals. For the past 100+ years only Conservative and Labour 

candidates have been elected in general elections in Bedford, and the runners-up have all been from the 

other party. At each of the last seven general elections, the majorities of the winning candidates have 

declined. At the last general election in 2019 Mohammad Yasin,3 the Labour candidate, won with a majority 

of only 145 votes.4 Bedford is the most marginal Labour seat in the country. Slightly more than one in three 

people in this constituency declined to vote in 2019. Thousands more people decided to vote for no candidate than 

voted for Mohammad Yasin.    

Weõre adopting the only political strategy with a realistic chance of delivering the changes weõre seeking. 

Whatever you might think of Nigel Farage and the UKIP and Brexit parties he led, the political strategy 

succeeded in delivering the referendum on EU membership which the British people had long been denied. 

UKIP delivered the referendum by forcing David Cameron, the Tory prime minister, to commit to a 

referendum on EU membership in his partyõs 2015 manifesto, fearing the loss of many votes to UKIP 

otherwise, which would probably have led to the Conservative party failing to win the 2015 general election.  

In time we shall force the major parties to adopt some of our key proposals, but weõll need to be contesting 

many seats to deliver that. The longest journey starts with a single step, and our single step will be a ground-

breaking result in Bedford at the next general election. With your support I hope to become your next MP, 

and Iõm excited by that prospect. So much so, in fact, that if elected Iõll draw only half of the salary Iõll be 

entitled to. At the time of writing, April 2022, the salary of an MP is Ã84,000 p.a. Iõll donate the other half 

of my salary to good causes in Bedford and Kempston. At the age of 61, Peter Davies5 gave a similar pledge 

to voters when he was campaigning to be elected the Mayor of Doncaster in 2009. He was duly elected. 

If youõre still wondering whether voting for me might be a wasted vote, you might consider the experience 

of a Romanian political party, Alliance for the Union of Romanians (AUR).6  It was launched in September 

 
1 http://tinyurl.com/CAFPlaunchvideo  
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bedford_(UK_Parliament_constituency)  
3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohammad_Yasin_(politician)  
4 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bedford_(UK_Parliament_constituency)#Elections_in_the_2010s  
5 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Davies_(politician)  
6 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alliance_for_the_Union_of_Romanians  

http://tinyurl.com/CAFPlaunchvideo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bedford_(UK_Parliament_constituency)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohammad_Yasin_(politician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bedford_(UK_Parliament_constituency)#Elections_in_the_2010s
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Davies_(politician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alliance_for_the_Union_of_Romanians
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2019, stating that its four main pillars were ôfamily, nation, Christian faith, and libertyõ. Weõre not a religious 

party ð although many of our supporters are religious ð but we are a party of family, nation and liberty. One 

of our advisors is Stephen Baskerville, an American politics professor.7 

AUR stood in the Romanian general election in 2020, just 12 months after its launch. George Simion,8 the 

party leader, was just 34 at the time. 47 of the partyõs candidates were elected ð 33 to the Chamber 

(equivalent to our House of Commons) and 14 to the Senate (equivalent to our House of Lords). Our party 

is focusing all its efforts and resources on the Bedford constituency and has up to two years to make the 

impact required in Bedford and Kempston to have me elected as your next MP.  

In this manifesto weõre making proposals in 21 areas ð marriage and divorce /  childrenõs access to parents 

after family breakdowns, fatherlessness /  financial support for families / pregnancy and abortion / Foetal 

Alcohol Spectrum Disorder / genital mutilation / education / employment / domestic violence, / paternity 

fraud /  sexual abuse / Armed Forces veteransõ mental health issues / the criminal justice system, prison 

sentencing /  homelessness / suicide, / lack of anonymity for suspected sexual offenders / healthcare 

provision /  free sanitary products for women / political representation / reducing by 50% the duty and 

VAT on vehicle fuels, alcoholic drinks and tobacco products / public houses.     

A few words about some of the key elements in our manifesto. We have proposals for financially supporting 

families and thereby encouraging couples to have more children. Child Benefit payments should be 

doubled. For couples who are married or in civil partnerships, the Personal Allowance should be 

transferable in part or in whole from one partner to the other, the proportion depending on whether the 

couple has dependent children, and if so, how many.  

With rising inflation and the tax burden at a 75-year high, many households are struggling with the cost of 

living. We pay outrageous levels of indirect taxes in this country, and for most people theyõre paid from 

income which has already been taxed. Drivers, drinkers and smokers are particularly hard-hit, which is unfair. 

On vehicle fuels, alcoholic drinks and tobacco products, the taxes account for between 45% and 90% of 

the retail prices. These taxes are so punitive as to be immoral, frankly. Weõre proposing a halving of the 

duties and the 20% VAT rate on these goods. These tax cuts would make a real difference to financially 

hard-pressed families, giving parents more money to spend on their children and themselves. They would 

also make a real difference to people who arenõt parents of dependent children.  

Over 10 million unborn children have been killed in the UK since the passing of the Abortion Act 1967. 

Well over 200,000 unborn children are killed in the UK every year, and the numbers have been rising for 

some years. The abortion rate has more than tripled since 1969 and has risen substantially in recent years 

among women over 35 years of age. 

Christian Hacking is the Parliamentary Liaison Officer of the Centre for Bio-Ethical Reform UK.9 At the 

2021 International Conference on Menõs Issues10 his impressive presentation was titled, ôWhat the Heck 

Can Men be Doing About Abortion?õ11 We strongly recommend you watch it, especially if youõre ôpro-

choiceõ. 

Iõm pro-life. I believe the state should protect the vulnerable and defenceless, not give anyone the right to 

kill them, nor finance those killings. But politics is the art of the possible, and I donõt believe a ban on 

elective abortions is a realistic possibility at this time.  

Women in the UK currently have the right under the Abortion Act to have elective abortions up to 24 

weeks after conception. Our proposals on pregnancy and abortion include reducing the number of 

unwanted pregnancies and reducing the maximum term for elective abortions from 24 to 13 weeks. We 

 
7 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Baskerville  
8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Simion  
9 http://cbruk.org  
10 http://icmi2021.icmi.info  
11 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YCF-dUPi004  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Baskerville
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Simion
http://cbruk.org/
http://icmi2021.icmi.info/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YCF-dUPi004
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strongly recommend you watch a short video (72 seconds) of an MRI scan of a 21-week-old unborn girl.12 

The video has attracted over three million views in less than two years. How could anyone, in good 

conscience, dismiss that child as merely a ôball of cellsõ? Are you willing to cast your vote for parties ð 

including any of the major parties ð which support killing unborn children up to 24 weeks? Parties which 

force you as a taxpayer, through income tax and other taxes, to finance those killings? Hopefully not.    

We have a section in the manifesto concerning non-therapeutic male circumcision, Male Genital Mutilation, 

MGM. Carrying out MGM has been a crime in the UK since at least 1861, as explained in the section. The 

two major religions which routinely perform MGM on boys (including baby boys) are Islam and Judaism. 

8% of the population of Bedford ð including Mohammad Yasin, the MP ð are Muslims. We shall seek to 

engage with the community and recommend Muslims in Bedford (and elsewhere) check out a website run 

by Muslims seeking to answer the question, ôCircumcision ð Does the Qurõan Approve It?õ13 

You can support our campaign either through a donation14 or through any of the following: 

- Working on our social media campaigns (Facebook, in particular) 

- Distributing leaflets and window posters on the street and door-to-door 

- Street campaigning 

- Graphic design (online and/or print) 

- Providing a campaign office and/or meeting rooms 

- Providing speaking and/or meeting opportunities 

I shall do everything I can to engage with voters in Bedford over the coming two years, at least ð seven 

years, if elected an MP. Feel free to call or email me (details below). If you care about the matters we care 

about, please vote for me. Help me change the course of British politics to improve the lives of so many 

men, women and children. Vote for what you care about ð donõt waste your vote. Thank you. 

Mike Buchanan, party leader 

CHILDREN & FAMILY PARTY 

T: 07967 026163  

E: mike@cafp.uk    

http://cafp.uk  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ChildrenandFamilyParty/  

Facebook, personal page: https://www.facebook.com/mike.buchanan.9066/  

Twitter: https://twitter.com/mikebuchanan11   

 
12 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eOqZtkfLCkI  
13 https://www.quranicpath.com/misconceptions/circumcision.html  
14 http://cafp.uk/donate  

mailto:mike@cafp.uk
http://cafp.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ChildrenandFamilyParty/
https://www.facebook.com/mike.buchanan.9066/
https://twitter.com/mikebuchanan11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eOqZtkfLCkI
https://www.quranicpath.com/misconceptions/circumcision.html
http://cafp.uk/donate
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KEY MANIFESTO PROPOSALS 
 

In this manifesto we make proposals in 21 areas, the key proposals are outlined below: 

Marriage and divorce  

Taxpayers should fully fund pre-marital preparation and assessment, and early marriage guidance for 

couples experiencing difficulties. Marriage must become an enforceable legal contract, conferring parental 

rights and authority. Punitive divorce settlements must be abolished, through new primary legislation. 

Assets owned by individuals before marriage should revert to them after divorce, individuals should retain 

their pension plans, assets bought over the course of the marriage should be divided in line with the relative 

incomes during the marriage, due account being taken of (a) the reduced incomes of partners whilst looking 

after dependent children, (b) the need to provide accommodation and financial support for dependent 

children following divorce, and (c) marriage duration.   

Childrenõs access to both parents after family breakdowns, fatherlessness 

For over 30 years, successive governments led by the three main political parties have presided over child 

abuse, the denial of contact between children and one of their parents (almost always their fathers) due to 

the operation of the family courts, allied with the gateway services to those courts. This is also abuse of 

non-custodial parents, grandparents, great-grandparents, uncles and aunts, cousins and others. The suffering 

is incalculable and must end.  

Family courts (and the gateway services to the family courts) must change from operating on adversarial 

lines to operating on inquisitorial and facilitative lines. The entire system must be radically reformed and 

new primary legislation introduced to include statutory assumptions that (a) children should automatically 

have the right of contact with both parents ð other than during the brief periods in which allegations of 

abuse by the parent in question are being investigated by the police, or tested by a criminal court ð and (b) 

parents should not be required to spend money in a bid to be granted access to their children. Both parents 

must have legal representation in the criminal court, through Legal Aid if necessary. 

As a society, we need to better recognize the vital contribution fathers can make to their childrenõs lives 

and thereby wider society. An assumption of Equal Parenting Time (EPT) should be the default position 

of family courts, and parenting time shared in accordance with the wishes of the parents as far as possible. 

Lessons must be learned and implemented from countries where family breakdowns result in fatherlessness 

far less often than in the UK, such as Finland. The UK should commit to having the lowest levels of 

fatherlessness in the developed world. 

Financial support for families  

Child Benefit payments should be doubled. The Personal Allowance should be transferable in part or in 

whole from one partner to the other, the proportion depending on whether the couple has no dependent 

children (10%, the current level regardless of the number of children in the family), one child (40%), two 

children (60%), three children (80%), four or more children (100%). Families ð and therefore children ð 

will also benefit from the halving of duties and VAT we propose on vehicle fuels, alcoholic drinks and 

tobacco products. 

Pregnancy and abortion  

When does human life begin? At the point of conception? At some point during pregnancy? At birth? An 

American woman had interesting things to say on this controversial question in her video, ôThe Magical 

Birth Canalõ.15 

 
15 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CNgwsT295G8  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CNgwsT295G8
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10+ million unborn children have been killed in the UK since the passing of the Abortion Act 1967. 

Globally, around 73 million, every year.16 200,000+ unborn children are being killed in the UK every year, 

and the numbers have been rising for some years. The abortion rate has more than tripled since 1969.   

Public information initiatives are required to increase public awareness about the availability of free male 

and female contraception. The ômorning afterõ pill should be made freely and more easily available to 

women than it is at present. Women should be offered free pregnancy kits on the NHS and encouraged to 

test whether they are pregnant on a monthly basis, regardless of whether they and/or their partners are 

using contraception. When a woman decides she wishes to have an abortion, before it can be carried out 

she should understand alternative options which are available, and meet with an adoption agency seeking 

babies for couples unable to have them for any reason. 

The Abortion Act (1967) should be amended to reduce the maximum term for elective abortions from the 

current maximum of 24 weeks after conception to a maximum of 13 weeks (the end of the first trimester).  

Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD)    

FASD is the leading cause of avoidable intellectual incapacitation in the Western world. A study in 2018 

estimated that one in six babies born in the UK is affected by it. Only a proportion of these show facial 

characteristics, so FASD is largely a hidden disability. The government should make the drinking of alcohol 

whilst knowingly pregnant a criminal offence, to underline the severity of the issue. A public inquiry should 

be held to explore how the number of cases of FASD could be dramatically reduced. Options will include 

education, support for women wishing to abstain from alcohol during pregnancy, and appropriate measures 

for women who refuse to give up alcohol during pregnancy. 

Genital Mutilation  

We need more gender equality in this area. Public understanding of the harm caused by non-therapeutic 

circumcision, Male Genital Mutilation (MGM), is poor, including among those who have undergone it, 

ironically. Carrying out MGM has been a criminal offence since at least the passing of the Offences Against 

the Person Act 1861, being the infliction of bodily harm with neither a therapeutic benefit nor informed 

consent. No exceptions to the law are permitted for religious or cultural considerations. The government, the police and 

the judiciary have turned a blind eye to this issue for over 160 years.  

All legislation relating to Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) should be made gender-neutral, thereby giving 

males the same right to bodily integrity as females, with the active protection of the state. Taking males 

under the age of 18 abroad to have MGM performed should be a criminal offence (itõs already a criminal 

offence to take females abroad to have FGM performed, quite rightly). 

The two major religions which routinely perform MGM on boys are Islam and Judaism. 8% of the 

population of Bedford ð including Mohammad Yasin, the MP ð are Muslims. We shall seek to engage with 

the community and recommend Muslims in Bedford (and elsewhere) check out a website run by Muslims 

seeking to answer the question, ôCircumcision ð Does the Qurõan Approve It?õ17 

Education 

The decline in educational standards over the past 50+ years is a national scandal. In the section on 

education we have examination questions showing that 11-year-old pupils were expected to have a more 

advanced understanding of mathematics before 1970 than 16-year-old pupils in 2014. 

We need more gender equality in education. Girls have been advantaged over boys in the education system 

since 1987, when O Levels were replaced by GCSEs. Parents with sons should be deeply concerned by this 

reality. The ideological ôwokeõ culture of primary and secondary school systems must be challenged, and 

 
16 https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/abortion  
17 https://www.quranicpath.com/misconceptions/circumcision.html  

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/abortion
https://www.quranicpath.com/misconceptions/circumcision.html
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ôwokenessõ eliminated from school curricula and teaching. Most parents are either unaware of the 

ideological brainwashing their children are subjected to whilst at school, or theyõre opposed to it. 

Boys and girls, and in turn young men and women, should be free to choose the subjects they wish to study, 

without being subjected to ideologically-driven influences and incentives. The government should aim to 

increase the proportion of schoolteachers who are men from the current low level to 50% over time, 

without laying off female teachers to meet the objective.  

The government should terminate programmes and withdraw guidelines designed to create gender 

outcomes for children and young adults, for example increasing the proportion of girls and young women 

studying STEMM subjects (science, technology, engineering, maths and medicine), although young women 

have been the majority of STEMM students since 2015. The Athena SWAN initiative, designed to advance 

womenõs careers in STEMM fields at the expense of menõs careers, should be abolished. 

Employment  

We need more gender equality in this area. The government should implement measures to reduce the male 

unemployment level to the female unemployment level, and abolish initiatives designed to alter the 

proportions of men and women in specified lines of work. The term in the Equality Act 2010 advantaging 

people with the protected characteristic of gender ð ôpositive actionõ ð should be scrapped. The term in 

practice legalises discrimination against men. Employment and promotion should be based on individual 

merit, not on gender. 

The physical fitness requirements for candidates for the firefighting and police services should be returned 

to what they were before they were artificially lowered to enable more women to enter the professions, as 

should the physical fitness requirements for serving firefighters and police officers.  

Intimate Partner Violence  

Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) has long been known to be a generational problem, not a gendered 

problem. In 2013 the Partner Abuse State of Knowledge Project (PASK13)18 reported that in heterosexual 

couples where only one partner is violent towards the other, women are the perpetrators twice as frequently as men, men are the 

victims twice as frequently as women. The government should hold a public inquiry to consider the known facts 

about IPV, with a view to ensuring that support for victims of IPV ð and their children ð can in future be 

allocated in line with individual needs rather than in line with the highly discredited feminist ômale control 

theoryõ of IPV ð the ôDuluth Modelõ19 ð which inevitably leads to almost non-existent support for male 

victims, the children of female perpetrators of IPV, lesbians (IPV is more common in lesbian couples than 

in heterosexual couples), and those fathers who would be the better primary carers for children.  

The government must stop financially supporting and taking guidance from individuals (including 

academics) and organisations promoting the myth that IPV is a gendered issue. Without reducing the 

support given to female victims of IPV, Local Authorities should make funding and other support available 

to groups supporting male victims of IPV, whether through the provision of helplines, refuge places, or in 

other appropriate ways that take account of menõs needs in crises such as this. The amount of funding and 

support should reflect what is known about the proportion of victims of IPV who are men. Funding should 

include awareness-raising initiatives to make men aware of the existence of support services. The 

government should introduce mandatory and free IPV perpetrator courses ð for both male and female 

perpetrators ð across the UK. 

Paternity fraud  

The government should introduce compulsory paternity testing for all new-born babies, and both parents 

should be informed of the result of the tests (verbally and in writing) within a week of the babiesõ births. If 

 
18 https://domesticviolenceresearch.org/  
19 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duluth_model  

https://domesticviolenceresearch.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duluth_model
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a man is not the biological father of a baby, he should be informed of the fact in the course of a face-to-

face meeting with a health professional and sign a document confirming heõs been made aware of his non-

paternity of the child in question. 

When a woman has claimed a specific man is the father of her child in order to receive financial support 

from him, a paternity test should be carried out, at no cost to the man. Only if the man has been proven to 

be the biological father should he be legally required to support the child.  

Paternity fraud is such a grave assault upon the human rights of men and children that attempted (but 

failed) paternity fraud should attract a minimum three-month prison sentence. Where a woman has carried 

out a proven paternity fraud, her minimum prison term should be 12 months. Where the fraud has 

continued for more than three years, her prison term should be 12 months plus three months in prison for 

each year of fraud. Frauds relating to two or more children should attract consecutive, not concurrent, 

sentences. 

Sexual abuse 

We need more gender equality in the responses to the problem. Studies carried out in the US and the UK 

show that a majority of convicted male rapists were sexually abused when they were children by one or more women, sometimes 

their own mothers. 

The government should conduct surveys of a similar nature to the American National Intimate Partner and 

Sexual Violence Survey, to capture the realities of sexual assaults on men by women in the UK. A major 

public information initiative should be developed to educate men and children about the issue of sexual 

abuse carried out by women. A public inquiry should be held to establish why women are so rarely held 

accountable for the sex offences they commit, with a view to holding them properly accountable in the 

future. 

A Home Affairs Committee inquiry should be held to investigate the systemic anti-male bias of the Crown 

Prosecution Service. The legal definition of rape in the Sexual Offences Act 2003 should be redefined to 

provide an equivalence between rape and being forced to penetrate, which should attract the same 

sentences. 

Armed Forces veteransõ mental health issues 

It is unacceptable that a dual diagnosis (of mental health issues and substance abuse, usually alcohol) is 

being used to deny veterans concurrent treatment for both mental health issues and substance abuse 

problems. Resources must be increased to the point that all veterans with a dual diagnosis receive prompt 

and comprehensive treatment for both problems. 

Criminal justice system / prison sentencing 

We need more gender equality in this area. The criminal justice system is systemically and strongly biased 

against men. Bedford prison, like most prisons in the UK, holds only male prisoners. 96 per cent of the 

80,000 people in British prisons today are men, but a sizeable majority of them wouldnõt be in prison if 

men were sentenced with the same leniency as women. There are two gender equality options. (a) Sentence 

men with the same leniency as shown to women. Prison overcrowding would soon end, well over half our 

prisons could be closed, and billions of pounds would be saved annually. Alternatively, (b) Sentence women 

with the same severity as shown to men. This would require the building of many new womenõs prisons, at 

considerable cost to the taxpayer. 

Homelessness  

Almost 90% of street homeless people are men. It is a scandal that men forced out of their family homes 

after family breakdowns are deemed ôintentionally homelessõ, even when they have left their homes to 

escape abusive partners. Local Authorities should bear a responsibility for providing them with 

accommodation. 
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The routes into homelessness for men need to be better understood and addressed. In particular, more 

needs to be done to equip Armed Forces personnel for life after they leave the military.  

Suicide 

Suicide is the leading cause of death of men under 45 years of age in the UK. The male:female suicide ratio 

was 1.7:1 in 1982 and rose steadily to 3.1:1 in 2019.   

A public inquiry should be held to explore the male suicide rate and develop a practical strategy to reduce 

it. This should include measures to address the root causes of what drives men to take their own lives ð 

including denial of access to their children after family breakdowns ð as well as what is needed to better 

identify men at risk of committing suicide, and what essential support is needed. The government should 

introduce initiatives with the objective of reducing the male suicide rate by at least 50% within ten years. It 

would still then be considerably higher than the female suicide rate. 

Lack of anonymity for suspected sexual offenders  

The government should introduce legislation to protect the anonymity of people suspected of having 

committed sexual offences, until and unless the individuals have been convicted of the offences. The impact 

of a lack of anonymity is grave for those concerned (men, almost invariably) and also for their children, 

parents, other relatives, friends and careers. The government should introduce a public registry of people 

convicted for making false sexual offence allegations. 

Healthcare provision 

We need more gender equality in this area. More men die of prostate cancer today than women die of breast 

cancer. There are national screening programmes for breast cancer and cervical cancer, but no programme 

for prostate cancer. One should be introduced as a matter of urgency. Men between the ages of 40-59 

should have their blood PSA levels measured annually at no personal cost by the NHS, men over the age 

of 60 twice annually. 

The barriers which prevent men from accessing healthcare need to be identified and addressed. Creative 

approaches are required to promote and encourage engagement with men to improve health outcomes. 

These should include annual medical tests from the age of 40 to assess general health. 

GP surgeries should allow people to register near to where they work, as well as near to where they live. At 

least one GP practice in each area should be open for everyone ð not just people registered with that 

particular practice ð from 09:00 to 21:00 on weekdays, and 09:00 to 17:00 on Saturdays. 

Sanitary products 

The state should provide sanitary products to women and girls free of charge. Women and girls currently 

have no choice but to buy sanitary products.  

Political representation  

We need more gender equality in this area. Across the English-speaking world, men and boys as a class 

have no political representation ð unlike women and girls as a class ð and the situation in the UK is worse 

than in most of those countries. The government should appoint a Minister for Men, to be charged with 

representing the interests of men and boys and ending the stateõs assaults on their human rights (through 

the stateõs actions and inactions). There are currently three Ministers representing the interests of women 

and girls ð a Minister for Women & Equality, a Minister for Women, and a Minister for Equality. All are 

women, predictably. 
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Vehicle fuel, alcohol and tobacco 

With rising inflation and the tax burden at a 75-year high, many households in the UK are struggling with 

the cost of living. Indirect taxes on many goods and services are so punitive that they can best be described 

as immoral. Drivers, drinkers and smokers are disproportionately impacted. 

Many households, particularly those with families, have little choice but to have a vehicle. When you fill 

your car with petrol or diesel fuel, around half of the money you pay goes straight to the taxman. Drinkers 

and smokers pay far more taxes (from the taxes on alcoholic drinks and tobacco products) to the taxman 

than they cost the NHS in the treatment of alcohol- and tobacco-related health issues. Itõs legitimate for 

the government to do what it can to educate people about the health and other risks associated with drinking 

and smoking, but itõs not legitimate for it to profiteer at their expense, with punitive taxes. 

We propose that the duties on vehicle fuels, alcoholic drinks and tobacco products be halved, and the VAT 

rate of 20% halved. Legislation should be introduced requiring retailers to pass the full amount of tax 

savings on to consumers.   

Public Houses 

The number of pubs in the UK has declined every year since at least 2000. On average a single pub pays 

some £140,000 per year in tax to the taxman ð around 34p in each pound of turnover. Pubs pay 2.8% of 

all UK business rates, but only generate 0.5% of rateable turnover. This amounts to an overpayment of 

£500 million p.a.  Given the importance of pubs to the community, we see no reason why pubs should pay 

such high business rates, and we propose that those rates be halved. This would help reverse the relentless 

decline in the number of pubs in this country.  

Taxation 

Thereõs a large number of proposals in this manifesto, some of which would reduce the governmentõs tax 

revenues, some of which would reduce the governmentõs expenditure e.g. if, in the interest of gender 

equality, convicted men were sentenced with the same leniency as women, most of the countryõs prisons 

could be closed down, saving the taxpayer billions of pounds every year.  

The overall impact of our proposals would be to reduce the governmentõs tax revenues by only a very small 

percentage of the £900+ billion it takes every year from individuals, businesses etc. How might any overall 

reduction in tax revenues resulting from our proposals be met? We propose that while keeping Personal 

Allowances unchanged (currently £12,570 p.a.), income tax rates should be increased as necessary. 

Taxpayers would then better know what the government is taking from them, unlike the present situation 

where they have little sense of the very considerable amount that is taken from them over time ð drivers, 

drinkers and smokers, in particular ð through duties and VAT. 

Feminism 

The section on feminism is the penultimate section in this document and itõs four pages long. A very brief 

introduction to a very destructive political ideology. 

Learning the ugly truth about the toxic impacts of feminism and feminists on society over the past 50+ 

years can be a depressing experience. To provide light relief we launched the website ôLaughing at Feministsõ 

in 2020.20 The siteõs comedy channel playlist (139 videos at the time of writing) is here.21 On our main 

website we have a link22 to photographs and details of feminists including Tracey Emin, an ôartistõ who canõt 

draw yet is the ôprofessorõ of ôdrawingõ at the Royal Academy ð so sheõs officially a Royal pain in the arts ð 

Ronni McDonald, Wilhelmina Ballbreaker, Dawn Breaking, Shirley Knott and Rubi Whacks. Enjoy!  

 
20 http://laughingatfeminists.com  
21 https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9TSgIKqzJEP1qC4AoC_0rvVsTSqNEW81  
22 https://cafp.uk/laughing-at-feminists/  

http://laughingatfeminists.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9TSgIKqzJEP1qC4AoC_0rvVsTSqNEW81
https://cafp.uk/laughing-at-feminists/
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OUR POLITICAL STRATEGY  
 

None of the major political parties ð those that form governments in this country ð care sufficiently about 

children and families. Politicians have enabled the family courts, aided by malicious organisations and 

individuals, to deny children access to their non-custodial parents (and many other relatives) following 

family breakdowns. This is punishment without crime. Occasionally the parties pledge in their manifestos 

to address such problems but they always fail to honour those pledges once in government. 

Which party should you vote for when you care about such issues, but discover that none of the major 

parties will sort them out? Whatever you might think of Nigel Farage and the parties he led ð UKIP and 

later the Brexit Party ð and the referendum and departure from the European Union, a majority of MPs in 

all the major political parties wished the UK to remain in the EU. Pressure from UKIP forced the 

Conservative prime minister David Cameron to commit to a referendum on EU membership in his partyõs 

2015 referendum, the first step on the path to the UK exiting the EU. The Conservative party would almost 

certainly have lost the 2015 without the referendum commitment. Nigel Farageõs parties had changed the 

course of British history while getting virtually no MPs elected. 

We believe the strategy that worked to deliver the referendum on the UK is the only strategy that has any 

realistic prospect of sorting out the issue of children being denied access to their non-custodial parents 

(fathers, in 90%+ of cases). At the next general election, for the first time, youõll have the opportunity to 

support the Children & Family Party and start the process of sorting out these problems, and others.   

Weõre currently planning to field only one candidate at the next general election ð Mike Buchanan, the party 

leader, in the Bedford constituency.23 Assuming he makes the impact we believe he will ð with your support, 

hopefully  ð the party will contest many more seats at future general elections, eventually forcing the major 

parties to commit to sorting out issues such as childrenõs access to non-custodial parents, or risk electoral 

meltdown, the problem the Conservative party faced at the 2015 general election.  

We turn to the reasons why the Bedford parliamentary constituency is the perfect seat for testing this strategy. 

Since 1921, the constituency has elected only Conservative or Labour MPs, and the runners-up have also 

been either Conservative or Labour candidates. The majorities of the winning candidates have declined at each of the 

last seven general elections.  

 
23 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bedford_(UK_Parliament_constituency). The seat of the following wards of the Borough of 
Bedford (in alphabetical order) ð Brickhill, Castle, Cauldwell, De Parys, Goldington, Harpur, Kempston Central and East, 
Kempston North, Kempston South, Kingsbrook, Newnham, Putnoe, Queens Park. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bedford_(UK_Parliament_constituency)
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At the last general election, in 2019, Mohammad Yasin, the sitting Labour MP (since 2017) was re-elected 

with a reduced majority, just 145 votes more than Ryan Henson, the Conservative candidate. Bedford is 

the most marginal Labour seat in the country.  

 

24,259 eligible voters declined to vote, more than a third of the total, and thousands more voters than the 

number who voted for Mohammad Yasin.  

We turn to the issue of ôwastedõ votes, a common criticism levelled at those who are inclined to vote for a 

ôminorõ party. Politicians from the major parties infamously derided those who voted for UKIP and the 

Brexit party as wasting their votes, yet the parties went on to change the face of British politics, and the 

course of British history.   

If youõre still in any doubt that a vote for our party might be a wasted vote, you might like to consider the 

electoral success of a Romanian political party, Alliance for the Union of Romanians (AUR),24 a party with 

which weõre holding informal talks. It was launched in September 2019, stating that its four main pillars 

were ôfamily, nation, Christian faith, and libertyõ. It stood in the general election just 12 months after launch 

and 47 of its candidates were elected ð 33 to the Chamber (equivalent to our House of Commons) and 14 

to the Senate (equivalent to our House of Lords). The Children & Family party is focusing all its efforts on 

the Bedford constituency. It has up to two years to make the impact required to have Mike Buchanan 

elected as an MP. 

One of our advisors is Stephen Baskerville, an American politics professor,25 who lives and teaches in 

Eastern Europe. He was the author of numerous influential books including Taken Into Custody: The War 

Against Fatherhood, Marriage and the Family (2007). 

If you want to see child-friendly and family-friendly policies introduced ð if you want to see children 

guaranteed access to both parents following family breakdowns, and so much more ð your vote will be wasted 

if you vote for a party other than the Children & Family party. 

 
24 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alliance_for_the_Union_of_Romanians  
25 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Baskerville  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alliance_for_the_Union_of_Romanians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Baskerville
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MARRIAGE, DIVORCE  
 

(Note: we shall not differentiate between marriage and civil partnership in this document, please take 

ômarriageõ to denote both institutions.) 

PROPOSALS 

1. The government should fully fund pre-marital preparation and assessment, and early marriage guidance 

for couples experiencing difficulties. 

2. Marriage must become an enforceable legal contract, conferring parental rights and authority. 

3. Punitive divorce settlements should be abolished, through new legislation. Assets owned by individuals 

before marriage should revert to them after divorce, individuals should retain their pension plans, assets 

bought over the course of the marriage should be divided in line with the relative incomes during the 

marriage, due account taken of (a) the reduced incomes of individuals whilst looking after dependent 

children, (b) the need to provide accommodation and financial support for dependent children following 

divorce, and (c) marriage duration.   

BACKGROUND 

Thereõs a lengthy section on the destructive influence of feminists with respect to marriage and the family 

over the past 50+ years, in the section on feminism. 

Families are a cornerstone of civilised societies, marriages are a cornerstone of families. A great deal of 

research over decades tells us clearly that children are more likely to grow up and become well-rounded and 

productive members of society if they have grown up with two parents. We shall be exploring the impact 

of fatherlessness in the next section, along with the very high cost of family breakdown. 

It has been said that most engaged couples devote more consideration to their wedding day than to the half 

century or more that could follow that day. Around 35% of marriages starting today are expected to end in 

divorce.26 Belinda Brown, a social anthropologist, wrote an insightful article for the Institute of Fiscal 

Studies, ôLetõs Stop Blaming Men for Divorceõ.27 

Given that so many marriages end in divorce, we need to address an obvious question ð how might we 

increase the proportion of marriages which donõt end in divorce? 

 
26 https://marriagefoundation.org.uk/research/lifetime-divorce-risk-back-to-the-1960s/  
27 https://ifstudies.org/blog/number-4-in-2019-lets-stop-blaming-men-for-divorce-a-response-to-harry-benson  

https://marriagefoundation.org.uk/research/lifetime-divorce-risk-back-to-the-1960s/
https://ifstudies.org/blog/number-4-in-2019-lets-stop-blaming-men-for-divorce-a-response-to-harry-benson
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Thereõs a pressing need for engaged couples to undertake pre-marital preparation before being permitted a 

wedding licence, to understand where potential problems lie, so they can prepare for them. If they canõt (or 

wonõt) prepare for them, they should be discouraged from marrying. One way to reduce the number of 

divorces is to reduce the number of marriages with a poor likelihood of success. A good sense of what pre-

marital preparation can cover may be gleaned from Jeffrey Larsonõs book Shall We Stay Together? (2000). A 

brief synopsis of the book: 

A series of self-tests that aim to enable any couple to predict their potential marital satisfaction before 

marriage. Written by an academic clinician with over 20 yearsõ experience in the field, the book offers a 

step-by-step scientific method for evaluating a relationship and understanding the 25 specific factors 

that predict a satisfying partnership. The tests are adapted from a widely-utilized psychological 

assessment tool known as RELATE which has a proven track record of predicting, with 85% accuracy, 

who will remain happily together. They deliver a system of scores which help with making crucial 

decisions about whether or not to break-up or consummate a relationship. 

Another way for married couples to reduce the likelihood of divorce is to engage with marriage guidance 

counselling at an earlier stage, before problems threaten to destroy the marriage.  

Given the importance of families to civilised society, and the related importance of marriage, it is scandalous 

that successive governments have consistently undermined both institutions. A recent development was 

the introduction of no-fault divorce. In a book published in 2022,28 William Collins wrote this: 

Marriage in the UK is dead. It died in June 2020 with the Royal Assent of the Divorce, Dissolution and 

Separation Act (which came into full force in April 2022). Divorce is now automatic upon application. 

No fault is required to be cited, and the application can be unilateral. Indeed, the other party may not 

even know that the divorce process has been initiated until 6 weeks before the marriage is ended. Nor 

can it be contested. In short, marriage is pointless now. Unfortunately, marriage was the only way men 

had of securely obtaining parental responsibility for a child which the mother could not veto. So the 

death of marriage is also another hammer blow to fatherhood. 

It is not even as if such a radical change to the meaning of marriage was popular with the public. It was 

not, as the Governmentõs own consultation clearly showed. This is what Baroness Eaton said during 

the second reading of the Bill in the Lords, 

òI am concerned by the way in which the Government appear to have dealt with the 

consultation process that preceded the Bill. Consultations are intended to ensure that the 

Government have listened to the public and adjusted their proposals in the light of the 

concerns expressed. In the consultation on divorce reform, 80% of those who responded 

did not agree with the proposal to replace the five facts demonstrating that a marriage had 

irretrievably broken down with a notification process. A mere 17% were in favour of the 

proposed change. 

Furthermore, 83% of those who responded disagreed with the Governmentõs proposal to 

remove the ability of a spouse who does not want divorce to contest the assertion that their 

marriage has irretrievably broken down, while only 15% supported the plans. Can the 

Minister please explain how much of the consultation was taken into consideration, because 

this appears to conflict with the process that the Government are taking forward? I have 

serious concerns that the Bill will have negative consequences for families.ó 

Baroness Eaton was not the only person to make this point in the Lords. It made no difference. 

Parliament is the body that put Con in Consultation, and the bill became law. 

 
28 The Destructivists: How moral usurpation is being used to control us and change every aspect of our lives without our consent 
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Stephen Baskerville, a politics professor and an advisor to this party, wrote the following in an article, ôReal 

Men Missingõ:29 

Marriage must be an enforceable legal contract, conferring parental rights and authority, and the devious 

oxymoron of ôno-faultõ divorce forever expunged from the law. Men must know that if they marry and 

keep their vows within specified terms, they have reasonable rights and authority over their children, 

which the state must enforce. 

Helen Smithõs book Men on Strike: Why Men Are Boycotting Marriage, Fatherhood, and the American Dream ð and 

Why It Matters was published in 2014. Whilst she was writing about the position in her native America, the 

situation was (and remains) the same in the United Kingdom. Many men are understandably disinclined to 

marry and have children, given the risks involved. This is sad not only for men, but also for women who 

would like to marry but cannot find a suitable partner. It is also a driver of the declining birth rate. The 

obvious solution is to make divorce less punitive for men, which will require new legislation giving less 

discretion to the courts.  

Asset division following divorce should more accurately reflect the funding of those assets. The incentive 

to instigate divorce for the purpose of personal enrichment must be ended. We propose that the division 

of assets following divorce would include the following principles: 

- Assets belonging to each partner at the start of marriage would revert to them following divorce. 

- Pension plans and pensions belonging to each partner would remain theirs following divorce.   

- Assets owned at the end of the marriage to be divided in line with the partnersõ relative incomes 

over the course of the marriage, after taking due account of (a) individual partnersõ income 

reductions resulting from ending or reducing paid employment in order to support dependent 

children, (b) the need to provide accommodation and financial support for dependent children 

following divorce, and (c) marriage duration.   

  

 
29 https://www.chroniclesmagazine.org/real-men-missing/  

https://www.chroniclesmagazine.org/real-men-missing/
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CHILDRENõS ACCESS TO PARENTS FOLLOWING 
FAMILY BREAKDOWNS , FATHERLESSNESS 

 

PROPOSALS 

1. Denying children access to both their parents following family breakdowns is child abuse. Family courts 

must change from operating on adversarial lines to operating on inquisitorial and facilitative lines. 

2. Family court proceedings are compromised by the gateway services to the family court, which are gender 

biased ð hostile to fathers. These organisations do all they can to stop children having meaningful 

contact with their non-custodial parents (almost always, their fathers) if the custodial parents (almost 

always, their mothers) wish it. The entire system must be radically reformed and new primary legislation 

introduced to include statutory assumptions that (a) children should automatically have the right of 

contact with both parents ð other than during the brief periods in which allegations of abuse by the 

parent in question are being investigated by the police, or tested by a criminal court ð and (b) parents 

are not required to spend money in a bid to be granted access to their children. 

3. False allegations of criminal abuse of the custodial parent and/or children are the ômagic bulletsõ that 

deny due process to non-custodial parents, usually fathers. Family courts, being civil courts, are 

unqualified to make judgments on allegations of abuse and must no longer do so. Justice delayed is justice 

denied. Allegations of abuse must be swiftly investigated by the police and a decision made by them 

within four weeks, whether or not to refer the case to the Crown Prosecution Service for a charging 

decision. If the case is referred to the CPS, the CPS must make a decision on whether or not to 

prosecute, within a further four weeks. If a decision is taken to bring a prosecution, the trial (in a criminal 

court) must commence within a further four weeks. Both parents must have legal representation in the 

criminal court, through Legal Aid if necessary. 

4. There have to be potential consequences for making false allegations, in order to discourage people 

from making them. A party found to have made a false allegation of abuse should face a punishment 

equivalent to that which would have been faced by the person against whom they made the allegation, 

had they been found guilty. 

5. As a society, we need to better recognize the vital contribution fathers can make to their childrenõs lives 

and thereby wider society. A presumption of Equal Parenting Time (EPT) should be the default position 

of family courts, and parenting time sharing settled in accordance with the wishes of the parents as far 

as possible. 

6. Lessons must be learned and implemented from countries (e.g. Finland) where family breakdowns result 

in fatherlessness far less often than in the UK. The UK should commit to having the lowest levels of 

fatherlessness in the developed world. 
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BACKGROUND  

Stephen Baskerville30 is a politics professor and an advisor to this party. In a book published in 2021,31 he 

wrote the following: 

You must further understand that the divorce courts are not ôunfairõ or ôinefficientõ, and the judges are 

not ôbiasedõ or ôstupidõ or in need of ôeducationõ. They are crooked. They know precisely what they are 

doing, and they do it with ruthless efficiency. They may mouth feminist clichés one moment, and then 

turn around and profess pieties about traditional motherhood the next, but then simply rationalize what 

drives them, which is money and power. The courts are run by venal judges, lawyers and civil servants 

who are all united in one object ð to take control over your children and use them as leverage to loot 

and criminalize you. The first principle and first action of the divorce court is to separate children from 

their fathers and keep them apart as much as possible. 

This is not cynicism; it is simply the way the system operates. Nothing is served by directing anger against 

the judge or lawyers. They, too, are effectively prisoners of the system (albeit well paid ones). Any judge 

or lawyer who tries to administer honest justice will himself be punished. 

This is why they cannot be persuaded by logic or morality. If the courts do not seize control over your 

children, they have no reason to exist, and the huge entourage of functionaries they employ would have 

no work and no earnings. Never waste your time, money or sanity trying to obtain justice from the 

courts. You will not.   

He also wrote the article, ôRevolt of the Fatherlessõ.32 It starts with this: 

The crash of Western civilization can be traced to the stateõs surgical removal of the fatherõs authority and 

to the feminized blind rebellion that has followed. 

Our conservative elites clearly have no clue why our civilization is collapsing before our eyes. They can 

provide no explanation for the triumph of the woke left. Nor can they explain why the virus hoax fools 

huge numbers into further acquiescence. It is not surprising, then, that they offer no way out of our 

predicament either ð other than more of what got us into it. They react negatively to the left while accepting 

a steady stream of defeats. But the very notion of mounting a counter-offensive seems beyond their 

comprehension. 

He was the author of numerous influential books including Taken Into Custody: The War Against Fatherhood, 

Marriage and the Family (2007). 

Denying children access to both their parents following family breakdowns is child abuse. This abuse is 

driven by adversarial family courts, which have been unfit for purpose since long before the Children Act 

1989. Section 2, sub-section 4 of the Act states, ôThe rule of law that a father is the natural guardian of his 

legitimate child is abolished.õ In over 90% of cases the parent denied access ð abused, in short ð is the childõs 

father. Denial of access is also abuse of that parentõs extended family ð the childõs grandparents, great-

grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins...  

The primary ômagic bulletõ used by lawyers representing custodial parents ð mothers, in 90%+ of cases ð to 

deny access to non-custodial parents is a false accusation of abuse of the custodial parent and/or the 

children. Family courts are not equipped to handle such allegations, which should be the subject of prompt 

police investigations, prompt charging decisions by the Crown Prosecution Service, and if necessary, prompt 

trials in the criminal courts. 

 

 
30 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Baskerville  
31 A Gentlemanõs Guide to Manners, Sex, and Ruling the World (2021), p.175 
32 https://www.chroniclesmagazine.org/revolt-of-the-fatherless/  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Baskerville
https://www.chroniclesmagazine.org/revolt-of-the-fatherless/
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Vincent McGovern is the best-known campaigner in the UK in the area of childrenõs access to parents 

following family breakdowns. Heõs the Chair of the Central London branch of Families Need Fathers,33 the 

shared parenting charity. Heõs worked as a McKenzie friend, a lay advisor in the family courts, and attended 

over 350 hearings in that capacity. Heõs had five Ombudsman investigations settled in his favour. Three 

were Parliamentary Ombudsman investigations, two of those were investigations into Cafcass (Children and 

Family Court Advisory and Support Service).34  

There is nobody in the country better qualified to explain the failings of the family court system, and related 

matters. His book The War on Dads and Children: How to Fight it, and Win! was published in 2021. He outlines 

in forensic detail how the war is conducted by the judiciary, lawyers, Cafcass, MARAC (Multi-Agency Risk 

Assessment Conferences), womenõs domestic violence organisations, social workers and others, and the 

fraudulent access to Legal Aid through false allegations of abuse. The chair and deputy chair of Cafcass are 

women, as are six of the other eight board members.35 Nine of the 11 members of the (anti-family) Family 

Justice Panel are women.36  

The common belief that fathers pose a greater risk to their children than mothers is a myth. Mothers are 

somewhat more likely than fathers to kill their children.37 In a book published in 2015,38 Nick Langford 

wrote this (p.245): 

Data on non-lethal child abuse show that mothers are the perpetrators in more instances than fathers, 

and when neglect is included the gap widens. Child Maltreatment in the UK, a report produced by the 

NSPCC, showed 49% of children abused in the home were abused by their mothers and 40% by their 

fathers or stepfathers.39 A second report, Child Maltreatment in the Family, showed that 65% of child abuse 

(neglect, sexual, emotional and physical) is perpetrated by mothers and only 8% by fathers.40  

William Collins devotes six chapters and 123 pages in his book41 to the following topics ð Family Court 

Statistics / Are the Family Courts Biased Against Fathers? / Parental Alienation, Adverse Childhood 

Experiences and the Woozling of Shared Parenting / The Drivers of Fatherlessness / The Effect of 

Fatherlessness on Outcomes for Children / Paternity and its Enemies. The following should give you a 

flavour of the content, the commentary is ours: 

- (pp.281/2) There is no statutory presumption that someone with parental responsibility should 

have contact with their children.42 

- (pp.282-92) In 2013 a new Act came into force, the Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of 

Offenders Act 2012 (ôLASPOõ). The ôDomestic Violence Legal Aid Gatewayõ has been used by 

women and their lawyers to obtain legal aid by claiming domestic violence to an extent far in 

excess of that known to take place. Very few of the allegations are even investigated, the outcome 

is that mothers in disproportionate numbers obtain legal aid while fathers donõt (and therefore 

have to represent themselves in court, as Litigants in Person). In effect fathers are presumed guilty 

without being given the opportunity (and legal support) to defend themselves. 

 
33 https://fnf.org.uk/  
34 https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/about-cafcass/ 
35 https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/about-cafcass/our-management/  
36 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/family-justice-panel-update  
37 Collins, William, The Empathy Gap (2019), pp.265-8.  
38 An Exercise in Utter Futility: how feminism, falsehood and myth changed the landscape of family law (2015) 
39 Cawson, P., Wattam, C., Brooker S. & Kelly, G., (2000), Child maltreatment in the United Kingdom: a study of the prevalence of child 
abuse and neglect.  
40 Cawson, P., (2002), Child maltreatment in the family: the experience of a national sample of young people. NSPCC.  
41 Collins, William, The Empathy Gap (2019), ch.10-15 (pp.280-402) 
42 The biological mother automatically has parental responsibility (PR). However, biological fatherhood does not automatically 
confer PR. A man who was married to the mother at the time of a childõs birth has PR, independently of biological paternity. A 
man named on a birth certificate has PR. 

https://fnf.org.uk/
https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/about-cafcass/our-management/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/family-justice-panel-update
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- (pp.308-12) The enforcement of contact orders by family courts. In 2011 only 2% of enforcement 

applications resulted in an enforcement order. By 2018 this had declined to 0.2%. Today, 

enforcement orders are almost never granted. When orders are flouted, punishment of the 

offending parent is almost unknown.   
 

The extent of fatherlessness following family breakdowns is far greater in the UK than in the vast majority 

of developed countries. It could (and must) be reduced dramatically. From Nick Langfordõs book 

(pp.322/3): 

By 2013 sufficient data had been amassed to warrant a revolution in government policy. The statistics 

were without precedent: nearly one child in three, a total of 3.8 million, was living without his biological 

father,43 a million had no meaningful contact with their fathers,44 and one in four children didnõt 

consider his father even to be part of his family.45 Each year there were 21,000 new lone parent families 

and 300,000 couples separated.3 27.6% of children lived in single-mother households and only 69% with 

both parents; just 57% of fifteen-year-olds were living with their fathers and this was predicted to fall 

to 50% by 2020, whereas in Finland the figure was 95% and the OECD average was 85%; with the 

appropriate cultural change, however, the Centre for Social Justice believed that 80% could be achieved. 

The cost of an individual family breaking down was between £4,000 and £12,000 each year in additional 

benefits and lost taxes,46 and the total cost of family breakdown was estimated at an eye-watering £46 

billion a year,3 greater than the defence budget. Another estimate is around £100 billion,47 nearer the 

NHS budget; in truth, no one really knows.48 

 Earlier in the book, pp.303/4: 

Boys raised without fathers and without male role models are left floundering, easy prey to those who 

would exploit them or lead them into lives of terrorism, crime, gangs or drugs. If this were the result of 

war or disease it would be heart-breaking; that it is the product of deliberate policy is monstrous.  

While there is a pusillanimous refusal even to use the word ôfatherõ in public debate and the word ôfamilyõ 

is redefined to denote a household from which the father has been removed there is little hope for these 

children or for our ravaged society. These destructive trends will persist: boys will continue to 

underperform at school and be outnumbered by girls at university and in the workplace. Girls will shun 

these boys who have neither qualifications nor prospects and continue to have babies without fathers, 

trusting to the liberality of the state, and so the whole sorry cycle will perpetuate itself. 

If  anyone is in any doubt about the adverse impacts of fatherlessness, they need only read the findings of 

Civitas whose report Experiments in living: the fatherless family tells a sorry tale.49 Some headline facts from the report 

present a depressing litany of serious social problems, all of which are visible in society today: 

- Lone mothers are poorer 

- Non-resident biological fathers are at risk of losing contact with their children altogether 

- Children living without their biological fathers are more likely to live in poverty and deprivation  

Teenagers living without their biological fathers: 

- Are more likely to experience problems with sexual health 

- Are more likely to offend 

 
43 Office for National Statistics, (2010), Labour Force Survey. 
44 Centre for Social Justice (2013). 
45 Childwise (2007), Report commissioned for Newsround programme. BBC. 
46 Rowthom, R. (2005). Foreword by J. Kirby, The Price of Parenthood. Centre for Policy Studies. 
47 Brandon, G., (January, 2012). Free Sex: Who Pays? Retrieved from http://jubilee-centre.org.  
48 Full Fact (August 19, 2013). The cost of family breakdown: who knows? Retrieved from http://fullfact.org.  
49 OõNeil. R (2002), Experiments in Living: the fatherless family. CIVITAS ð The Institute for the Study of Civil Society. 

http://jubilee-centre.org/
http://fullfact.org/
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- Are more likely to smoke 

- Are more likely to drink alcohol 

- Are more likely to take drugs 

- Are more likely to play truant from school 

- Are more likely to leave school at 16 

Young adults who grow up not living with their biological fathers: 

- Are less likely to attain qualifications 

- Are more likely to experience unemployment 

- Are more likely to have low incomes 

- Are more likely be on income support 

- Are more likely to offend and go to jail 

- Are more likely to suffer from long term emotional and psychological problems 

- Are more likely to have children outside marriage or outside any partnership 

Girls who live in households without their biological fathers are at a further disadvantage. The start of a 

Time magazine article, published in 2010:50    

Kids getting older younger ð KGOY, as itõs known ð is not just a cultural phenomenon. Girls are literally 

hitting puberty at a younger age, and alarming the health community, since early onset puberty is often 

associated with a higher incidence of breast cancer and of behavioral problems. Now a new study has 

suggested that fathers may have a hand in how their daughters mature. Researchers from University of 

California, Berkeley, have discovered that girls who live in homes without a biological father physically 

mature sooner than those who live with their biological father. 

The Journal of Economic Behavior & Organization published a paper in 2022, The impact of equal parenting 

time laws on family outcomes and risky behavior by teenagers: Evidence from Spain.51 The full Abstract: 

Due to legal reforms, equal parenting time (EPT) laws in Spain now apply to approximately 40% of all 

divorces, with likely implications for family outcomes and teenagersõ risky behavior. Consistent with 

theories of bargaining power within marriage, we find that EPT laws decrease contentious and wife-

initiated divorces and increase the employment of mothers relative to fathers. An analysis of drug use 

and family relationships, among 165,000 teenagers, further shows that EPT laws significantly decrease 

risky behavior by teenagers, especially boys, who claim to have better relationships with their father, 

although more unclear norms for behavior. These results have some international implications, such as 

for the United States, where more than half of the states are considering whether to adopt EPT laws. 

We strongly recommend The Boy Crisis (2019) by the American sociologist, Dr Warren Farrell, and Dr John 

Gray. The first Part covers: 

- The Crisis of Our Sonsõ Mental Health 

- The Crisis of Our Sonsõ Physical Health 

- The Crisis of Our Sonsõ Economic Health 

- The Crisis of Our Sonsõ Education 

- The Crisis of Our Sons Worldwide 

- Why Are We So Blind to the Boy Crisis? 

  

 
50 http://healthland.time.com/2010/09/17/another-cause-of-early-puberty-in-girls-absent-dads/  
51 http://tinyurl.com/SpainEPT  

http://healthland.time.com/2010/09/17/another-cause-of-early-puberty-in-girls-absent-dads/
http://tinyurl.com/SpainEPT
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES  
 

PROPOSALS 

1. Child Benefit payments should be doubled.52 

2. The Personal Allowance should be transferable in part or in whole from one partner to the other, the 

proportion depending on whether the couple has no dependent children (10%, the current level), one 

child (40%), two children (60%), three children (80%), four or more children (100%).    

BACKGROUND 

The state should do more to support single parents and couples in meeting their costs of raising children. 

One simple way to achieve this would be through increasing Child Benefit payments, which are paid 

independently of Universal Credit payments. 

For the tax years 2022/23 ð 2025/26, the following applies: 

Tax band Taxable income Tax rate 

Personal Allowance Up to £12,570 0% 

Basic rate £12,571 - £50,270 20% 

Higher rate £50,271 - £150,000 40% 

Additional rate Over £150,000 45% 

 
52 At the time of writing (April, 2022), £21.15 per week for the only or eldest child, £14.00 for second and subsequent children, 
so doubling the payments would increase them to £42.30 and £28.00 respectively. 
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Married people can transfer only £1,260 p.a. ð the Marriage Allowance, 10% of their Personal Allowance 

ð to their partner, and the allowance applies only to income liable to the basic rate of tax (20%). So the 

maximum tax benefit of the Marriage Allowance is only £252 p.a. This level may be reasonable for married 

couples with no dependent children but itõs derisory for couples with children. 

Higher transferable Personal Allowances for couples with children will help them meet the cost of raising 

children, and support couples where one parent wishes to become a part-time or full-time carer for their 

children. The maximum tax reductions will be as follows: 

 

Number of children % of Personal Allowance transferable 

as Marriage Allowance 

Maximum annual tax 

reduction 

One 40% £1,006 

Two 60% £1,508 

Three 80% £2,011 

Four or more 100% £2,514 

 

Many household budgets would be helped by a halving of taxes on vehicle fuels, alcoholic drinks and 

tobacco products (see separate section), providing more money to be spent on children. 
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PREGNANCY, ABORTION  
 

PROPOSALS 

1. Public information initiatives are required to increase public awareness about the availability of free male 

and female contraception. 

2. The ômorning afterõ pill should be made freely and more easily available to women than it is at present. 

3. Women should be offered free pregnancy kits on the NHS and encouraged to test whether they are 

pregnant on a monthly basis, regardless of whether they and/or their partners are using contraception. 

4. When a woman decides she wishes to have an abortion, before it can be carried out she should 

understand alternative options which are available, including meeting with an adoption agency seeking 

babies for couples unable to have them for any reason. 

5. The Abortion Act (1967) should be amended to limit womenõs right to have an elective abortion from 

the current maximum term of 24 weeks after conception to 13 weeks (the end of the first trimester). An 

MRI scan video of a 21-week-old unborn girl is here.53 It attracted 3.7+ million views within two years 

of appearing on YouTube. How could anyone consider the girl as only ôa ball of cellsõ, as feminists would? 

6. It should be a criminal offence for British women to have abortions outside the UK more than 13 weeks 

after conception, on any grounds. 

BACKGROUND 

When does human life begin? At the point of conception? At some point during pregnancy? At birth? An 

American woman had interesting views on this vexed question in her video, ôThe Magical Birth Canalõ.54 

Christian Hacking is the Parliamentary Liaison Officer of the Centre for Bio-Ethical Reform UK.55 At the 

2021 International Conference on Menõs Issues56 his well-received presentation was titled, ôWhat the Heck 

Can Men be Doing About Abortion?õ57 We strongly recommend you watch it, especially if youõre ôpro-

choiceõ. 

 
53 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eOqZtkfLCkI  
54 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CNgwsT295G8  
55 http://cbruk.org  
56 http://icmi2021.icmi.info  
57 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YCF-dUPi004  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eOqZtkfLCkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CNgwsT295G8
http://cbruk.org/
http://icmi2021.icmi.info/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YCF-dUPi004
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The Total Fertility Rate (TFR) is the average number of children expected to be born per woman over her 

reproductive lifetime. According to the Office for National Statistics, TFR has plunged in the UK from 2.57 

in 1968 (the year the Abortion Act 1967 was implemented) to 1.58 in 2020.58   

Mike Buchanan was the conference director at four of the seven International Conferences on Menõs Issues. 

He spoke about abortion at the Chicago conference in 2019.59 At the seventh (and online) conference in 

2021,60 which he hosted, he covered in his presentation61 the issues of Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder 

(23:48 ð 27:07) and abortion (27:07 ð 50:16). The video section on abortion includes a section (32:24 ð 

47:20) created by Live Action, an American organisation, in which a doctor whoõd previously carried out 

1,200+ abortions describes what happens during the procedures. We recommend that readers of this 

document watch at least the Live Action video before continuing, especially if they identify as ôpro-choiceõ. 

 

Abortions, England and Wales, 2010 to 202062 

10+ million elective abortions have been carried out in the UK since the passing of the Abortion Act 1967. 

The World Health Organization reports that around 73 million abortions are carried out annually.63 In 2020 

there were 209,917 abortions for women resident in England and Wales, the highest number since the Act 

was passed. The abortion rate has more than tripled since the passing of the Act, the trend remains upward: 

 

Age Standardised abortion rate per 1,000 women aged 15 to 44, England and Wales, 1969 to 202064 

 
58 https://tinyurl.com/y5rd7yx7  
59 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Virp7VTC5U  
60 http://icmi2021.icmi.info/speakers  
61 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3p0_GkxK3Jk  
62 Dept. of Health and Social Care https://tinyurl.com/3abnvj7x Fig.1. 
63 https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/abortion  
64 Ibid. Fig.6. 

https://tinyurl.com/y5rd7yx7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Virp7VTC5U
http://icmi2021.icmi.info/speakers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3p0_GkxK3Jk
https://tinyurl.com/3abnvj7x
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/abortion
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Over the period 2010-20 the abortion rates for females under 18 more than halved, while there was a 50%+ 

increase in the abortion rates for women over 35: 

 

Abortions, rates, under 18 and over 35, England and Wales, 2010 to 202065 

We believe the state should protect the right of the vulnerable to live, not protect the right to kill the 

vulnerable, and not to finance the killings. But politics is the art of the possible, which is why at this stage 

we are proposing that the Abortion Act 1967 be amended to limit womenõs right to have an elective abortion 

be reduced from the current 24 weeks to 13 weeks after conception, the end of the first trimester. 

One of the keys to reducing the number of abortions is to reduce the number of unwanted pregnancies. 

Free male and female contraception is already available on the NHS, and public awareness of both should 

be the subject of public information initiatives. 

If an abortion is to take place, the earlier the better. The ômorning afterõ pill should be made freely and more 

easily available to women than it is at present.  

The key to reducing the number of late-term abortions is to make women aware theyõre pregnant at an 

earlier stage. The NHS should make pregnancy (urine) tests freely available to women so if theyõre sexually 

active, they can confirm a pregnancy by taking the test monthly.  

When a woman decides she wishes to have an abortion, before it can be carried out she should understand 

alternative options which are available, including meeting with an adoption agency seeking babies for 

couples unable to have them for any reason. 

Section 4.7 of the aforementioned Dept. of Health and Social Care report covers the grounds on which 

elective abortions may be carried out. Ground C is this: 

That the pregnancy has NOT exceeded its 24th week and that the continuance of the pregnancy would 

involve risk, greater than if the pregnancy were terminated, of injury to the physical or mental health of 

the pregnant woman. 

The report continues: 

The proportion of abortions performed under different grounds has remained similar to previous years. 

In 2020, 98.1% of abortions (205,930) were performed under ground C. A further 1.5% were carried 

out under ground E (3,083 abortions, a decrease of 100 since 2019), with 0.4% (776 abortions) under 

ground D. The remaining grounds account for very few abortions; 128 in total across grounds A, B, F 

and G. (Table 2). Most of the overall increase in the number of abortions is the result of ground C 

abortions increasing. 

The vast majority (99.9%) of abortions carried out under ground C alone were reported as being 

 
65 Ibid. Fig.3.  
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performed because of a risk to the womanõs mental health. These were classified as F99 (mental disorder, 

not otherwise specified) under the International Classification of Disease version 10 (ICD-10). 

The overwhelming majority of abortions are performed ôbecause of a risk to the womanõs mental healthõ, i.e. 

that womenõs mental health can be protected through having abortions, that the procedure has a therapeutic 

value for them. There is no evidence to support the claim, more than half a century after the passing of the 

Abortion Act. On the contrary, the evidence firmly refutes the claim. A paper written by Priscilla K Coleman, 

Professor of Human Development and Family Studies at Bowling Green University, Ohio, was published 

in the British Journal of Psychiatry in 2011.66 From the Abstract: 

Women who had undergone an abortion experienced an 81% increased risk of mental health problems, 

and nearly 10% of the incidence of mental health problems was shown to be attributable to abortioné 

This review offers the largest quantitative estimate of mental health risks associated with abortion 

available in the world literature. Calling into question the conclusions from traditional reviews, the 

results revealed a moderate to highly increased risk of mental health problems after abortion.  

We shouldnõt be surprised that deciding to abort a child can lead to women suffering mental health 

problems. By encouraging women to exercise ôchoiceõ, feminists are driving many women to have mental 

health problems. 

Unborn children are not the only victims of abortion. The most obvious next victims are the mother and 

the father. Fathers have no legal right to prevent the killing of their unborn children although the genetic 

make-up of the child comes equally from him and the mother. We hear next to nothing of the fathers whose 

unborn children are killed against their will.67 Friends and relatives of the unborn childrenõs parents may 

also suffer anguish. 

Elective abortions are permissible in Britain up to 24 weeks after conception, an age at which unborn children 

could not survive at the time of the passing of the 1967 Act. Today, however, medical teams are fighting to 

save the lives of unborn children of around that age, and increasingly they are succeeding. Conversely, there 

are medical teams at work in the same hospitals killing unborn children of the same age, prior to extracting 

their dead bodies from their mothersõ wombs. We find this morally indefensible.  

There comes a point when the basic right to life of an unborn child overrides the rights of a woman over her 

body. One personõs rights end where another personõs rights begin. In an age when contraception has long 

been readily available and highly reliable, women should be held accountable for the children they conceive.  

 We believe thereõs a point in pregnancy when society and  the law need to recognise the right of the unborn 

child to life. Specifying that point of time is, of course, arbitrary to a degree, but we believe that a maximum 

term of 13 weeks for elective abortions on mental health grounds to be politically achievable at this time, 

leaving ground C as:  

That the pregnancy has NOT exceeded its 13th week and that the continuance of the pregnancy would 

involve risk, greater than if the pregnancy were terminated, of injury to the physical health of the 

pregnant woman. 

  

 
66 https://tinyurl.com/mu9zbvnm  
67 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-10372827/Anguish-men-babies-aborted-against-will.html  

https://tinyurl.com/mu9zbvnm
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-10372827/Anguish-men-babies-aborted-against-will.html
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FOETAL ALCOHOL SPECTRUM DISORDER 

 

PROPOSALS 

1. The government should make the drinking of alcohol whilst knowingly pregnant a criminal offence, to 

underline the severity of the issue. 

2. A public inquiry should be held to explore how the number of cases of Foetal Alcohol Spectrum 

Disorder (FASD) can be dramatically reduced. Options will include education, support for women 

wishing to give up alcohol during pregnancy, and appropriate measures for women who refuse to give 

up alcohol during pregnancy. 

BACKGROUND 

Mike Buchanan has been the conference director at four of the seven International Conferences on Menõs 

Issues. At the seventh (and online) conference in 2021,68 he covered in his presentation69 the issue of FASD 

(23:48 ð 27:07). The start of the Wikipedia entry on FASD:70 

Foetal alcohol spectrum disorders (FASDs) are a group of conditions that can occur in a person whose 

mother drank alcohol during pregnancy. Symptoms can include an abnormal appearance, short height, 

low body weight, small head size, poor coordination, behavioural problems, learning difficulties, and 

problems with hearing and sight. Those affected are more likely to have trouble with school, the legal 

system, alcohol, other drugs, and other areas of high risk...  

FASDs are caused by the mother's drinking alcohol while pregnant with the affected personé The risk 

of FASD depends on the amount consumed, the frequency of consumption, and the points in pregnancy 

at which the alcohol is consumed. Other risk factors include the motherõs older age, smoking, and poor 

diet. There is no known safe amount or time to drink alcohol during pregnancy. Although drinking small 

amounts does not cause facial abnormalities, it may cause behavioral problems. Alcohol crosses the 

blood-brain barrier and both directly and indirectly affects a developing foetusé  

 
68 http://icmi2021.icmi.info/speakers  
69 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3p0_GkxK3Jk  
70 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fetal_alcohol_spectrum_disorder  

http://icmi2021.icmi.info/speakers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3p0_GkxK3Jk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fetal_alcohol_spectrum_disorder
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FASDs are preventable by the motherõs avoiding alcohol during pregnancy. For this reason, medical 

authorities recommend that women completely avoid drinking alcohol during pregnancy and while trying 

to conceive. 

Foetal alcohol exposure is the leading known cause of intellectual disability in the Western world. 

What is the incidence of FASD in babies born in the UK? The best estimate we have is 17 per cent of 

babies, one in six. Only a proportion of these show facial characteristics (see diagram above), so FASD is 

largely a hidden disability. The study was published by a team of eight researchers in 2018.71 An article by 

Cheryl McQuire, one of the team, was published online later that year.72 

In 2014, a test case was brought by lawyers on behalf of a six-year-old girl. Three Court of Appeal judges were 

told that the 17-year-old mother was drinking ôan enormous amountõ while pregnant, including a half- bottle of 

vodka and eight cans of strong lager a day. However, the judges ruled the girl was not entitled to criminal 

injuries compensation from her mother. From a newspaper article:73  

The appeal judges unanimously ruled: ôThe central reason is that we have held that a mother who is pregnant 

and who drinks to excess despite knowledge of the potential harmful consequence to the child of doing so 

is not guilty of a criminal offence under our law if her child is subsequently born damaged as a result.õ 

If  the appeal had succeeded it could have paved the way for pregnant womenõs behaviour to be criminalised, 

according to the British Pregnancy Advisory Service (Bpas) and Birthrights. Lawyers for the child say that 

view was ômisplaced speculationõ. 

Ann Furedi, chief executive of the Bpas, and Rebecca Schiller, co-chair of Birthrights, welcomed the courtõs 

unanimous decision, saying: ôThis is an extremely important ruling for women everywhere. The UKõs 

highest courts have recognised that women must be able to make their own decisions about 

their pregnancies.õ [Our emphasis.] 

In a later section in this manifesto, on the criminal justice system, we explore the issue of women not being held 

properly accountable for their actions and inactions and being treated much more leniently than men. Mothers 

are almost never prosecuted for killing their infants under 12 months of age.74 So, what punishment can a man 

expect when he poisons a baby, the nearest equivalent to pregnant women poisoning their unborn children 

with alcohol, for which woman are not punished? A newspaper article from October 2021 provides the 

answer:75  

A thug who Googled ôhow to poison a babyõ then fed a newborn girl prescription drugs has been jailed 

for more than 25 years.  

Jamar Bailey, 21, was arrested on suspicion of wilfully harming a child after the baby was taken to 

intensive care in June last year after becoming listless and unresponsive. A urine test detected sodium 

valporate, a drug used to treat epilepsy and bipolar disorder which could have been potentially fatal to 

the tiny child. Detectives found Bailey was taking medication for seizures and a search of his property 

found a prescription for Epilim Chrono ð containing sodium valproate ð in his name. 

Shockingly, officers found evidence of the drug in the babyõs milk bottle and searches on his mobile 

phone for ôhow to poison a babyõ and ôhow to kill a newborn babyõ. The tot survived her ordeal and 

police said she is ôsafeguarded and thrivingõ although it wonõt be known until she is older if there are 

any lasting effects. 

 
71 https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0091743518303323?via%3Dihub  
72 https://tinyurl.com/42w5tzdw  
73 https://tinyurl.com/bdfcy978  
74 Collins, William, The Destructivists (p.213) 
75 https://tinyurl.com/2p8f5b5y  
 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0091743518303323?via%3Dihub
https://tinyurl.com/42w5tzdw
https://tinyurl.com/bdfcy978
https://tinyurl.com/2p8f5b5y
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The potentially damaging impact of alcohol consumption during pregnancy has long been known. We 

believe it is reasonable to hold women accountable for the physical and mental health of their unborn children, 

for the future physical and mental health of the nation as a whole. We reject the notion that a woman can make 

unilateral decisions about her body when she is pregnant. The rights of a woman to self-determination must 

end where the rights of the unborn child begin. Drinking alcohol during pregnancy is the potential infliction 

of Grievous Bodily Harm (GBH) on the unborn child.  
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GENITAL MUTILATION  
 

 

PROPOSALS 

1. Performing Male Genital Mutilation (MGM) on individuals under the age of 18 should be made illegal 

other than on grounds of medical need, after alternative options have been exhausted. 

2. All legislation relating to Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) should be made gender-neutral, thereby 

giving males the same right to bodily integrity as females, with the proactive protection of the state. 

3. All MGM operations should be registered, the reason(s) for them being performed recorded, and the 

related information passed to the Department of Health for publication. 

4. Until MGM is made illegal, it should only be performed after the application of local anaesthetic. Only 

medical practitioners should be permitted to perform the operation, and only in registered medical 

premises. 

5. Taking males under the age of 18 abroad to have MGM performed should be a criminal offence (itõs 

already a criminal offence to take females abroad to have FGM performed, quite rightly). 

BACKGROUND 

Note: The term ôgenital mutilationõ is preferred to ônon-therapeutic circumcisionõ by those who campaign 

against the practice, whether inflicted on boys or girls. Anyone wishing to learn about male genital mutilation 

would be well advised to read 50 pages of William Collinsõs book.76 

Anyone who forcibly circumcised a man without the manõs consent would serve a lengthy prison sentence 

after being convicted of Actual Bodily Harm (and possibly Grievous Bodily Harm) under the Offences 

Against the Person Act 1861. Why are boys (some of them only babies) not afforded the same protection 

by the state? 

 
76 William Collins, The Empathy Gap: Male Disadvantages and the Mechanisms of Their Neglect (2019), ch.5,6 (pp. 114-163). 
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The law in the UK forbids all forms of FGM ð including those which have less impact on females, than MGM 

has on males. FGM is justifiably regarded as a human rights issue. MGM is a human rights issue too, but boys 

are not accorded the same rights to protection as girls. It is right to be concerned about girlõs rights not to have 

their genitals mutilated and boysõ rights not to have their genitals mutilated. 

It is a crime under the Offences Against the Person Act 1861 to inflict bodily harm on those unable to 

provide informed consent. Carrying out both MGM and FGM have been crimes since the passing of that 

Act. MGM and FGM would require parliamentary overrides to be made legal, and those have never existed. 

No exceptions to the law of England and Wales are permitted for religious or cultural considerations.  

Bedford has a significant Muslim population, around 8 per cent of the total, according to the 2010 census. 

We shall recommend to Muslims in the Bedford constituency (and elsewhere) that they explore a website 

run by Muslims which attempts to answer the question, ôCircumcision: Does the Qurõan Approve it?õ77  

FGM was specifically criminalised in the Female Circumcision Act 1985, and legislation extended in later 

Acts. The state actively protects girls from genital mutilation, it should also protect boys. With adults, itõs a 

different matter. Itõs right that adults should be able to make decisions about their own bodies. Adults are in a 

position to give informed consent to surgical procedures, but babies and children arenõt. 

In the vast majority of cases, genital mutilation is performed solely for cultural or religious reasons. This 

applies to boys as well as girls. Both MGM and FGM frequently lead to complications, however ð sometimes 

resulting in death, from bleeding. Furthermore, itõs now widely accepted in medical circles that MGM doesnõt 

have the health benefits (for males or their partners) which were at one time widely claimed, and the practice is 

increasingly being opposed by people in religious traditions which have long required or recommended it, 

including Jews.78  

MGM can lead to numerous physical problems. 79 MGM results in a considerable reduction in the sensitivity of the 

penis, reducing circumcised menõs pleasure during sex80,81 just as some forms of FGM reduce sexual pleasure in 

women. MGM can also lead to mental health problems, when men become resentful and angry at the assaults 

carried out on them when they were babies or children. Anyone who doubts that MGM is harmful should 

watch a talk by Tim Hammond, an American campaigner, on his findings for the 2012 Global Survey of 

Infant Circumcision Harm.82 

Quite apart from adverse physical and mental health consequences, a number of authorities are strongly 

opposed to MGM on ethical grounds. Brian D Earp, Research Fellow at the University of Oxford, Uehiro 

Centre for Practical Ethics, published the paper, ôFemale genital mutilation (FGM) and male circumcision: 

Should there be a separate ethical discourse?õ83  

Our YouTube channel has a playlist of video and audio pieces on MGM, currently (April 2022) consisting of 112 

items, including some of our interviews on the matter.84 

  

 
77 https://www.quranicpath.com/misconceptions/circumcision.html  
78 http://www.jewishcircumcision.org/62011NewsRelease.htm  
79 http://newborns.stanford.edu/CircComplications.html  
80 http://www.avoiceformen.com/updates/news-updates/proof-its-mutilation/  
81 http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23374102  
82 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8izzCSRhKXs  
83 https://tinyurl.com/BrianEarpMGM   
84 https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjMscr0TpRqgDT--hnKe3XOKXypbM_R2K  

http://oxford.academia.edu/BrianEarp
http://oxford.academia.edu/
https://www.quranicpath.com/misconceptions/circumcision.html
http://www.jewishcircumcision.org/62011NewsRelease.htm
http://newborns.stanford.edu/CircComplications.html
http://www.avoiceformen.com/updates/news-updates/proof-its-mutilation/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23374102
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8izzCSRhKXs
https://tinyurl.com/BrianEarpMGM
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjMscr0TpRqgDT--hnKe3XOKXypbM_R2K
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EDUCATION  
 

PROPOSALS 

1. The government should terminate programmes and withdraw guidelines designed to create ôdesiredõ 

gender outcomes e.g. increasing the proportion of girls and young women studying STEMM subjects, 

(although theyõve been the majority of STEMM students since 2015). Boys and girls, and in turn young 

men and women, should be free to choose whatever subjects they wish to study, without being subjected 

to ideologically-driven influences. 

2. The ideological ôwokeõ culture of the primary and secondary school systems must be challenged and 

eradicated. 

3. The government should aim to increase the proportion of secondary school teachers who are men to 

50% over time, without laying off female teachers to meet the objective. 

4. The Campaign for Real Education manifesto (2015) should be implemented in full. 

BACKGROUND 

The decline in the quality of state education system over the past 50+ years is a national scandal. In 2020 

the historian Simon Webb tackled the question Have educational standards in Britain declined? in a short video.85 

He reported these questions from an 11-plus examination before 1970, when calculators were not yet 

available, you might like to try to answer them yourself, without a calculator: 

1. An airplane flies from Glasgow to London in 1 hour 51 minutes at 220 miles per hour. Find the 

distance in miles. 

2. Write down the prime factors of 210. 

 

 
85 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w5i7KY6FRzg  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w5i7KY6FRzg


33 

 

He then reported these questions from a GCSE mathematics paper in 2014, for 16-year-olds, using 

calculators (you wonõt need one): 

1. Work out a quarter of 24 kilograms. 

2. Write down eight thousand and fifty-one in figures. 

11-year-old pupils were better educated before 1970 than 16-year-old pupils are today. 

The state education system has become ever more dominated by female teachers over many years. William 

Collins devotes 37 pages of his book The Empathy Gap to education, and includes this graph showing the 

sharp declines in the numbers of male teachers and head teachers over the period 1970-2017: 

 

The state education system advantages girls over boys from their earliest years. Collins wrote of teachersõ pro-

girl bias starting to create a ôgender education gapõ in 1987/88, when ôOõ levels were replaced by GCSEs.86 The 

gap appeared for the first time that year, concurrently with the introduction of continuous assessment by 

teachers: 

 

Predictably ð and intentionally ð the gap led to women taking the majority of university places.  

The long-term trend for there to be less physical activity in schools is known to have a negative impact on boysõ 

academic performance, contributing to the gap. A larger problem is the sexism of female teachers, which 

contributes even more. A study conducted by researchers at the London School of Economics found that boys 

have realised female teachers award lower grades to boys than to girls, theyõre demotivated by this, and donõt 

work as hard.87 Girls didnõt exhibit the same demotivation with male teachers. 

The Higher Education Policy Institute reported in 2020 that ôthe higher education participation level for 

 
86 Collins, William, The Empathy Gap (2019), pp.47,48. 
87 http://cee.lse.ac.uk/ceedps/ceedp133.pdf  

http://cee.lse.ac.uk/ceedps/ceedp133.pdf



















































































































